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4-H Youth Development 

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to 
participate in this activity, please contact Buckingham Extension at 434/969-4261/TDD*  or during business 

hours of 8:00 am to 4:30 pm to discuss accommodations two weeks prior to the event.  *TDD number is 

800/828-1120. 

DATES TO REMEMBER... 

May 14  Vegetable Forum, L.P. Jackson Education Center, Cumberland, VA.  An open discussion will be held  
6:30-8:00 pm where participants will examine optimum growing conditions, diseases, and insects. Space is limited so 
  please call the Cumberland Extension Office at 804-492-4390 to register. 
 

May 18 6:30 Well Water Testing ProgramðInformational Meeting, Appomattox High School Auditorium 
May 20  8 AM Sample Collection, Appomattox Extension Office  
  The cost of the analysis is $46 and includes testing of  iron, sodium, fluoride, manganese, copper,  
  sulfate, nitrate, chloride, pH, hardness, saturation index, total dissolved solids, Coliform bacteria, and  
  E.  Coli bacteria. Contact  the Appomattox Extension Office, at 434-352-8244 for more information. 
 

May 20  2009 Women in Agriculture Conference, Blue Ridge Community College, Weyers Cave, Virginia 
8ð4:30  The theme is ñFresh Ideas for Virginia Agriculture from Farm to Forkò and includes topics on Marketing 
  Your Livestock, Products, and Story; Fresh Produce and Fresh Thinking from Local into Retail,  
  Balancing Family, Work, and New Opportunities for the Next Generation of Farmers, and Hot topics in 
  Virginia Agriculture. The fee is $30 if you pre-register and $50 at the door.   
  Contact  the Northwest District Office at 540-432-6029 for more information or to register. 
   

May-June The Woods in Your Backyard: Learning to Create and Enhance Natural Areas Around Your Home 
  This workshop will show you how to manage your woodlot or landscape as both a sustainable and 
  healthy ecosystem.  The workshops are two day sessions and there are two opportunities to attend. The 
  cost will be $25 per person or $40 per  household. Cost includes work manual, lunch and refreshments. 
 

May 28 6-8:30 W.E. Skelton 4-H Center, Smith Mountain Lake, Franklin County 
May 30 9-3 Contact  the Franklin County Extension Office at 540-483-5161 or macleme1@vt.edu 
 

June 25 6-8:30 VA Tech Southern Piedmont Center, Nottoway County 
June 27 9-3 Contact the Nottoway County Extension Office at 434-645-9315 or bwright@vt.edu 
 

May 29  Managing Energy on Virginia Farms, Cumberland County Community Center, Cumberland, VA 
8:45ð5  Producers will receive up-to-date strategies for managing and reducing energy use on farms.   
  Information on how to save energy without spending a fortune will be included. Substantial energy  
  improvement options and financing upgrades and equipment change outs will be addressed.  
  The fee is $25 which covers the cost of food and materials.  
  Contact Dr. Martha Walker at 434-766-6761 or walker53@vt.edu for more information. 
 

June 25  2009 Wool Pool, Evergreen Seed, Rice, VA 
10-1:30  For more information contact Cynthia Gregg, Brunswick Extension Office, 434-848-2151 or  
  clgregg@vt.edu 
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Spring Lawn Care  
Author: Ellen Silva, Extension Technician, Department of Horticulture 

 

 As the grass greens up, many homeowners are anxious to get out and start working on their lawns. A little patience and care 
at this point will reward the gardener with a fine lawn later. 
 For instance, the sight of new grass growing often inspires the homeowner to run out and spread fertilizer to help the young 
blades along. This is actually the opposite of recommended practices for fescue and bluegrass lawns. The proper time to feed grass 
is in the fall, when the roots that will sustain the plants through the following summer are actively growing. Even if the fall feeding was 
missed, any spring feeding should be limited to a light feeding (1/2 pound of actual nitrogen, i.e., 5 pounds of 10-10-10, per 1000 sq. 
ft.) after the initial flush of growth has subsided, probably sometime in May or early June. 
 Lime, on the other hand, should be applied in early spring, if soil tests show that it is necessary. Most lawn grasses grow 
best at soil pH's of 6.0 to 7.0, so have your soil's pH analyzed every two to three years to be sure you are staying in that range. The 
soil test results will include recommendations on how much lime to apply. 
 The best time to establish a new lawn from seed is in the fall, but many homeowners will need to reseed patches of lawn that 
have been damaged during the winter. Seed sown during March and early April will have a chance to grow successfully if it is well 
watered and cared for, from seeding on through the heat of summer. It is a good idea to fertilize newly seeded grass using a high 
phosphorous fertilizer (for example, 25 pounds of 5-10-5 per 1000 square feet when patch seeding) which will foster root growth. The 
grass will be stronger and healthier if you can water daily until the plants are established. Water approximately once a week through-
out the summer, for the tops of the grass may look great, but the roots are not as long and dense as those of the grass in an estab-
lished lawn. 
 There are many varieties and types of grass seed from which to choose. Your county cooperative extension agent can sup-
ply you with a publication which discusses selection of turfgrasses in Virginia. 
 When your lawn requires its first cutting, be sure not to cut too short. Mow to about two inches during the spring, then raise 
the cutting height another half inch when summer arrives. Mow frequently so that no more than one third of the grass blade is re-
moved at one time. 
 Along with the grass, several undesirables are probably growing in your lawn. The best prevention for a weedy lawn is to 
provide such great growing conditions that the turf crowds out the weeds. If the weeds are sparse, use that early spring energy to 
hand pull some of those perennial weeds. There are chemicals that can be used if you have more weeds than energy. If you choose 
to use herbicides, be sure to apply them when they will have maximum impact on the weed population. Follow label directions closely 
for information on time of application and safety precautions. 
 Apply preemergent herbicides between the middle of March and the middle of April to control crabgrass. Crabgrass generally 
emerges about the time of dogwood bloom, and the preemergent herbicides used to control it will not affect crabgrass that is already 
up and growing. 
 Spraying for dandelions is most effective in fall, but spring spraying of a broadleaf weed killer will control many of them. Be 
sure to spray when the weeds are actively growing rather than during drought conditions. When spraying any herbicide, use a differ-
ent sprayer from the one which you use to apply insecticides or fungicides. Mark it "HERBICIDE" so it will not inadvertently be used 
for other purposes, which may result in herbicide residues damaging valuable plants.  

Nuisance Wildlife  
 Living in rural Virginia means you sometimes have to deal with wildlife that has become a nuisance. There are ten species 
that are defined under the Code of Virginia (4 VAC 15-20-160) that are defined as nuisance species. They are: House Mouse, Norway 
Rat, Black Rate, Coyote, Feral hog, Nutria, Woodchuck, European Starling, English (house) sparrow, and the Pigeon (Rock Dove). 
Only these species can be killed at any time and in any manner that is legal under state and local laws. Trapping and relocating them 
is NOT a legal act.  
 The following bullets describe how you can solve problems caused by other nuisance wildlife: 
 

  BATS:   Little brown bats can eat up to 600 mosquitoes in one hour; however, they sometimes become a 

problem when they find their way indoors. You can determine where they are entering the house by watching 
about a half-hour after sunset to see where they come out. Once you are sure all bats are out, place wire mesh 
over the opening. You can keep the valuable mosquito eaters around but away from your home by placing a bat 
house elsewhere on your property. 

 

BEAVER:   The only way to discourage beaver is by wrapping trees in chicken wire or other heavy metal sheeting 

or wire. You must wrap the tree at least 4 feet to be effective. If this fails, you can contact the local game warden to 
acquire a permit to trap and euthanize them. They cannot be    relocated. 
 

RACCOONS, SKUNKS, AND OPOSSUMS:   The best solution to these nuisances is prevention. Keep trash inside or in an 

animal proof container. Do not leave pet food outside overnight, Close all openings under and into buildings. If you already have 
one, you can soak a rag in ammonia or and place in, on or around problem areas. Moth balls work well also.  



Maximizing Yields, It Begins With Your Planter!  
Tim Jordal, CCA Central Agronomist, VT Biological Systems Engineering 

 

 Itôs a common question and is probably on everyoneôs mind: ñWhat can I do to increase my yieldsò? 
The answer to that  question requires a fully integrated approach that actually starts with your planter. Thatôs 
right, your planter! That bag of seed never has more yield potential than it does when it gets poured into that 
planter box which makes your planter the first place to look for maximizing yields.  
 Think back to last year, were you satisfied with your emergence? Was it even? How about the plant spacing, was it even? 
Were there excessive skips, doubles or triples? Did your monitor stay consistent from row to row? Chances are you were not satisfied 
with more than one of these items so it is probably time to pull that planter into the shop, find the operators manual and give it a thor-
ough checkup.  
 General Maintenance  

Check all chains for proper alignment, excessive war, and stiffness. Lubricate and replace if necessary. 
Lubricate grease points as required. 
Check hydraulic system for leaks. 
Make sure tire pressure is correct. 

Row Units  

Make sure row units are level and straight across the planter. 
Check the up-down and side to side movement. Excessive movement is a sign of worn bushings. 
Make sure closing wheels are aligned. 

Disc Openers  

Check for wear. If the disc diameter is more than 1/2ò smaller than its original size it should be replaced. 

Adjust if necessary to achieve a true ñVò shaped furrow, if not the furrow could have a ñWò shape that will interfere with 
seeding depth. 

Gauge Wheels  

Make sure gauge wheels are tight against the disc opener to prevent soil from accumulating between them. 
Check stops, broken stops will allow wheel to ride higher interfering with desired planting depth. 

Seed Meters (Vacuum or Finger)  

CALIBRATE! CALIBRATE! CALIBRATE! Even if the planter is new!! New meters as well as used meters should be  
       calibrated for accuracy. 

The seed meter is the most important part of your planter; it is well worth the investment to have them tested for        
performance. This will identify the components that need to be replaced or adjusted. 

 Seed has become a high value investment in your operation so it is vitally important that your planter is tuned up and ready 
in order to maximize the value of your investment. Remember an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure and more return per 
acre. 

Grass Tetany Season is Here  
Livestock Update, April 2009, Mark A. McCann, Ph.D., Animal & Poultry Sciences, VA Tech  

 

 Early spring is usually the peak period for the occurrence of grass tetany in lactating beef cows in Virginia. Grass tetany is 
caused by low blood levels of magnesium and is worsened by high levels of nitrogen and potassium and low levels of calcium and 
magnesium intake. The lush new growth of cool season perennials and annuals consumed by spring calving cows is a recipe for  
trouble. Heavy nitrogen and potassium fertilization intensify the problem. This makes it more of an issue in the poultry production  
areas where litter is used routinely as a pasture fertilizer. 
 Grass tetany can be prevented by supplementing lactating cows with .5-1.0 ounces of supplemental magnesium per day 
during the high risk period. Magnesium is not effectively stored in the body, as such; supplementation is only cost effective during the 
high risk periods. There are several commercial high magnesium mineral options available from feed and farm  suppliers across the 
state. Commonly called High-Mag blocks or mixes, these should contain about 14% magnesium with a targeted intake of 4ounces 
per head per day. For small herds, it is usually more practical and easier to purchase these  supplements than to mix individual  
ingredients. 
 Cattlemen also have the option of mixing their own magnesium-based mineral mix on the farm. 

25 % trace mineralized salt 
25 % dicalcium phosphate 
25 % magnesium oxide 
25 % corn or dried molasses 

 A mature cow needs to consume 4-5 ounces of the mineral mix daily. With this level of intake, a cow will receive 1-1.2 ounce 
of magnesium oxide daily. Magnesium oxide is about 60% magnesium so cows will receive .6-.7 ounces of magnesium daily from this 
mineral mix. In most situations this should control grass tetany. When using this mix or any High-Mag mineral mix, be sure to remove 
all other sources of salt from the cattleôs diet. 
 Monitoring consumption of any magnesium supplement is important to insure that cattle are consuming the supplement at a 
level to provide protection. Magnesium oxide is an unpalatable mineral and the salt and corn/molasses are added in an effort to  
improve palatability and consumption. Monitoring intake will allow modification in the recipe. It is a mistake to believe that lower than 
expected consumption is due to a lack of need on the cowôs part. More likely it is an indication of the palatability of the mineral mix. 
 Other than palatability, low mineral consumption can be caused by poor mineral feeder placement or an inadequate number 
of feeders for the number of cows. Locate the feeders in the high traffic or loafing areas and provide one feeder for every 20 cows. 
This will enable cows at the bottom of the herd pecking order to consume enough minerals. 
 High-Mag minerals are only necessary and effective during high risk situations. There is no advantage in using them during 
the other times of the year. 



Selecting Right Site For Small Fruits  
 

 Many people are discovering the pleasure of growing fruits in the home garden. Unfortunately, these plants are often 
placed in undesirable locations, resulting in poor performance and low yields. Proper site selection is critical if high yields 
and tasty berries are desired. The ideal site for small fruit production generally is located in full sun, and is gently sloped to 
promote good air drainage. Soil should be well drained, yet moist and high in organic matter. Irrigation is the most practical 
watering tool for the home gardener, but if not available, close proximity to a water source is helpful, particularly during dry 
weather. 
 The site you choose for any small fruit planting should be free of perennial weeds such as dandelions or quackgrass. 
These weeds are extremely difficult to remove once the crop is in place; fortunately, several methods are available for  
eliminating noxious weeds. Repeated cultivation is effective, but time consuming. Black plastic is useful for weed eradication 
if it is placed over the site the previous year. Glyphosate (Round-up or Kleen-up), a non-selective herbicide, can be applied 
the previous spring to kill perennial weeds. Read the label and follow the directions carefully before application. 

 
Strawberries  

 Strawberries grow best in a sunny location on a well-drained, sandy loam soil with a pH of 6.2. 
However, they can be productive over a broader range of soil types. Strawberries are not tolerant of 
extremes in pH (less than 5.5 or greater than 7.0), so this should be tested the year prior to planting. A 
site that has been previously cultivated would be preferable to a new site, but only if tomatoes,        
potatoes, peppers, eggplants, raspberries, or strawberries have not been grown there before. These 
crops may leave certain diseases in the soil which will adversely affect strawberry growth. If the site 
was lawn, be sure there are no grubs infesting the soil. Grubs will quickly eat the roots of the new 
plants. 

 
Raspberries  

 The ideal site for raspberries is sunny with sandy loam soil. Fortunately for the home        
gardener, raspberries tolerate a broad range of soil types. An important requirement, however, is well
-drained soil. Do not plant raspberries in sites where water accumulates after a rain, or where the 
water table is within 4 feet of the soil surface. A common cause of death in  raspberries is "wet feet." 
Selecting a site somewhat higher than nearby land improves drainage and reduces the danger of 
cold injury and late spring frost. If possible, destroy all wild brambles within 500 feet of your planting, 
or choose a site far  removed from woodlots and old fields to prevent the spread of viral disease from 
wild plants. As with strawberries, a previously cultivated site is preferable, but only if tomatoes, pota-
toes, eggplants, strawberries, or raspberries have not been grown there previously. If using such a 
site is impossible, select cultivars with Verticillium wilt resistance. 

 
Blueberries  

 Locate blueberries in a sunny site on a sandy-peat soil for optimal performance. They will       
tolerate heavier soils with good aeration and drainage, high organic matter content, and adequate    
moisture. Few soils are immediately suitable for blueberry cultivation because many have a pH above 
5.5. The most important step in growing blueberries is maintaining an acid soil. If the pH of your soil is 
greater than 5.5, but less than 7.0, you may increase the acidity with applications of sulfur. Your         
Cooperative Extension office can recommend the amount of these materials needed for your specific soil 
type. The acidity of the soil will increase very slowly  after application, so soil modification should begin at 
least one year prior to  planting. 
  

  
  
 It is impractical to modify alkaline soils (pH greater that 7.0). A soil test provides specific recommendations for  
pre-plant fertilization. Select a location with good air drainage, and grow only those cultivars that are hardy to your area. 
(Adapted from: Chautauqua Living, Cornell Extension, by Jennifer Shuster, Extension Technician, Consumer  Horticulture, 
and reviewed by Dr. Jerry Williams, Department of Horticulture, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 24061-0327.) 

NOTICE 
If you would like to help us conserve resources and receive newsletter and program notices electronically, please    

e-mail us at rpayne04@vt.edu with the subject line Electronic ANR.  
 

All newsletters and program information are posted at www.ext.vt.edu/offices/buckingham 


