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Remember Your Appliances during Holiday Cleaning


Getting the house cleaned and decorated in preparation for the holidays takes a lot of effort.  It is easy to forget about cleaning everyday appliances when there are so many other things to think about.  Ignoring those appliances can lead to a break down in your refrigerator, microwave, dishwasher, or oven just when you need it most.  Not to mention you want your home looking its best when guests arrive.


Keeping appliances clean and maintained extends their life and ensures that they run at peak efficiency.  Here are some maintenance tips from appliance manufacturers and Mississippi State University that will help you get the most from your appliances.

REFRIGERATOR - Your refrigerator has condenser coils that need cleaning two to three times a year, even more if you have pets.  Dust-clogged coils can significantly shorten the life of a refrigerator by making it work harder to cool properly.  If the coils are behind the grill at the bottom of the refrigerator, simply unscrew or pull the grill off (check your owner’s manual) and vacuum the coils using a crevice attachment.  If the coils are on the back, as in many older models, pull the refrigerator out from the wall to clean them.


Keep the door gaskets clean to keep them supple and sealing properly.  Wash them thoroughly with a sponge or soft cloth and a mild detergent in warm water.  Rinse and dry.  Replace the ice or water filter if you have one every six months.


WASHER & DRYER - The washer and dryer are often neglected when it comes to routine maintenance.  To prevent fires and increase efficiency in your dryer vacuum the lint trap four times a year to remove small particles that are not gotten with normal cleaning.  Remember to remove lint by hand after each dryer use.  Dryer lint is the leading cause of dryer failures and can cause drying times to increase dramatically, raising utility bills.

Check water hoses on washing machines for cracks, blisters (a rupture in the inner lining), corroded fittings and leaks.  If the machine does not fill as fast as it used to, it may be a sign that the water inlet valve needs replacing.


DISHWASHER – Check the filter, making sure it is clean and free of debris.  Clean the door gaskets with a mild detergent in warm water.  Rinse and dry.


RANGE – To get your stove and oven in good condition for the holidays, run the self-cleaning cycle at least a week before you plan to entertain.  Check your owner’s manual for instructions.  Remember to open a window when using the self-cleaning mode on a gas stove, as the process produces a lot of smoke and fumes as well as elevated levels of carbon monoxide, according to repair specialists.  Never use an oven cleaner on a self-cleaning oven because it can ruin the finish on the inside of the oven.  It can also result in the oven not cleaning properly again.


If the electric coils on your stovetop show hot spots (redder than other areas), this means the burner is beginning to wear out and should be replaced.  When a burner fails, the switch controlling it often fails as well.  Replace it at the same time.  If a burner is working intermittently, the culprit is most likely the receptacle the element plugs into.

Drip pans under the electric coils catch food and spills and radiate heat back for better efficiency.  Do not cover them with aluminum foil, as the foil can create a short circuit at the burner or block the oven vent.


Never spray cleaners onto the control panel of the stove.  Apply the cleaner to a soft cloth, paper towel or damp sponge and wipe the panel clean.  Always use a nonabrasive cleaner or glass cleaner (some cream-type cleansers contain tiny abrasive particles) to preserve the finish on the control knobs.

MICROWAVE – To remove dried-on foods, fill a two-cup glass measuring cup with water and heat it to a boil.  Let the cup stand in the microwave with the door closed several minutes so the moisture will loosen food enough to be wiped away.  Never use an abrasive cleanser on the inside of a microwave or spray a cleaner into a microwave. Spray cleaners should be applied to a soft cloth, then use the treated cloth to wipe down the inside of the microwave.

For more information on this topic contact your local Virginia Cooperative Extension office.
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